
Papers for the Surgical Section.
South Bethlehem, Pa., Dec. 18, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\AsSecretary of the Surgical Section of the
Association, I am now engaged in arranging a program for
the Atlanta meeting. We have selected " The Surgery of
the Cerebro-spinal Axis and its Bony Encasement," as the
special subject for discussion. I am anxious to obtain as
full and as representative a discussion on this important sub-
ject as practicable. Will you permit me through the Jour-
nal to call the attention of our surgical members to this
subject, and to request from them a liberal contribution of
papers, and careful preparation for discussing the subject.
Besides this special subject there will be room on the pro-
gram for papers on other subjects. I solicit the active as-
sistance and contribution of the members. Members who
desire to contribute papers to the Surgical Section will please
notify me and send the title of their papers to me as soon as

practicable. Very truly yours,
W. L. Estes.

International Scientific Language.
Chicago, Dec. 21, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ihave read with great interest your ad-
dress on "The International Scientific Language" in the
Journal of this date. The position taken with regard to
French seems to be good although as a matter of fact, Span-
ish is an easier language even than French, and is now used
by a greater number of people than any other language ex-
cepting English.
Would it not be well, as a means of familiarizing the pro-

fession at large, in this country, with one of these languages,
to have a page or two of the contents of the Journal, each
week in the proposed International language?

Very truly yours,
W. S. Christopher.

State Charities Aid Association of New York. Handbook for
Hospitals. By Abby Howland Woolsey. Third Edition.
12mo, pp. 267. New York and London : G. P. Putnam's
Sons ; Chicago : The W. T. Keener Co. 1895.
The first edition of this Handbook was published by the

Association in 1877 and the second edition in 1883. No re-
cent work having been found that would supply its place,
the managers of the Association appointed a committee to
revise it, Miss Woolsey having died since the appearance of
the edition of 1883.
This committee consisted of Drs. Charles Hitchcock,

George G. Wheelock and W. Gill Wylie.
"Not often," say the committee, " has a work so easy or

so grateful been assigned to any committee. Twelve years
have elapsed since the publication was last revised by the
author, and yet the work done was so thorough, the personal
knowledge of the subject so exceptional, and the standard
of excellence so high that, beyond the bringing of statistics
up to date, and the addition of some footnotes to show the
advance, within a very few years, of hygienic requirements,
there were but few alterations to be made."
We have been familiar with the former editions of the

book, and we concur in the opinion of the committee that
" every commissioner of charities and superintendent of the
poor, every superintendent of a hospital, will welcome the
many practical suggestions to be found in this volume. It
should be in the hands of all visitors to hospitals and other
charitable institutions and on the shelves of every library
in this country."
Twenty-Sixth Annual Report of the State Board of Health of
Massachusetts. 8vo, paper, pp. 892. Boston : 1895.
The reports of the Massachusetts State Board of Health

are without doubt the most valuable sanitary publications
in the country, and they afford not only an object lesson for
other State Boards, but they demonstrate the enlightened

character of the legislation under which they are produced.
In another column we refer to one important inquiry in
which the Board has been engaged, but it would be quite
within bounds to say that within the pages of the twenty\x=req-\
six volumes are included luminous discussions of nearly
every topic of hygiene that is of interest to the municipal
sanitarian. The present volume is of exceptional interest.
Practical Uranalysis and Urinary Diagnosis: A Manual for the
Use of Physicians, Surgeons, and Students. By Charles
W. Purdy,M.D., Queen's University ; Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Kingston ; Professor ofUrology and Urinary Diagnosis at the Chicago Post-Gradu-
ate Medical School. Author of "Bright's Disease and Al-
lied Affections of the Kidneys" ; also of " Diabetes : Its
Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment." Second revised edi-
tion. With numerous Illustrations, including Photo-En-
gravings and Colored Plates. In one crown octavo vol-
ume, 360 pages, in extra cloth, $2.50 net. Philadelphia:
The F. A. Davis Co., Publishers, 1914 and 1916 Cherry
Street. Chicago office, Lakeside Building.
In our notice of the first edition of this work (Nov.24,1894,

p. 805) we said," To the practitioner and as well to the clin-
ician, this book must prove invaluble for the extent of infor-
mation contained in its pages, and its practical character."
The author has " corrected all discovered errors" in the

first edition, has revised it and has added several illustra-
tions. The early call for a new edition is a tribute to its
scientific accuracy, and we congratulate the author on the
merited appreciation of the book by the profession.
Pregnancy, Labor and the Puerperal State. By Egbert H.
Grandin, M.D., Consulting surgeon to the New York Ma-
ternity Hospital ; Consulting Gynecologist to the French
Hospital, New York., etc. ; and George W. Jarman, M.D.,
Obstetric Surgeon to the New York Maternity Hospital ;
Gyecologist to the Cancer Hospital, New York, etc. Illus-
trated with forty-one original full-page photographic
plates from nature. Royal octavo, pages viii, 261. Cloth,
$2.50 net. Philadelphia : The F. A. Davis Co., Publishers,
1914 and 1916 Cherry Street. Chicago office, Lakeside
Building.
This work, say the authors in the preface, aims at being a

guide to practice and is clinical in its teaching. There are

three parts, of which one is given to pregnancy, containing
three chapters ; the second to labor, containing four chap-
ters; and the third, on the puerperal state, is disposed of in
two chapters. The photographs are excellent and the text
instructive. It is a faithful representation of the modern
practice of obstetrics.
Ohio State Medical Society.\p=m-\Transactionsof the Semi-Cen-
tennial meeting held at Columbus, May 15, 16 and 17,1895.
This volume shows that the society is keeping up to its

usual high standard of work. There are valuable papers on

diphtheria, influenza, autopsies, intestinal surgery, typhoid
fever, leprosy, and these papers are discussed in an able
manner. Appended is a copy of the Mosworth Bill to regu-
late the practice of medicine, which the society indorsed,
and which has also received the indorsement of the Ohio
State Eclectic Society and the Ohio State Homeopathic Med-
ical Society. The whole profession is in support of this bill,
and as there are eighty physicians in the House of Repre-
sentatives, it is confidently expected thebill will become a
law. The society is to be congratulated on its good work, its
vigorous life at 50 years and its chances for the future.
Lectures on Appendicitis and Notes on Other Subjects. By
Robert T. Morris, A.M., M.D. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp.
163. New York and London : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1895.
The first eighty-three pages of this book are given up to

the lectures on appendicitis, and the remainder to notes on
various surgical topics, mainly reports of interesting cases.

They all show excellent surgery. The illustrations of the
vermiform appendix in the first section of the work could not
well be improved upon.

Announcements.
"The College and Clinical Record" will be hereafter

known under the name of Dunglison's College and Clinical
Record, a Monthly Record of Practical Medicine."
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The American Medical Review, edited by Dr. Daniel Lewis
and Dr. George B. Bradley, and published in New York,
made its first appearance last week.
The Medical News of Philadelphia will be edited and pub¬

lished in New York after January 1, 1896.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

Typhoid Fever in Ohio.
Ohio State Board of Health. Office of the Secretary.

Columbus, Ohio, Dec. 21, 1895.
To the Editor:—Owing to absence your letter of the 17th

just received. I returned from the smallpox district yester¬
day and am going back there again to-day. In Bridgeport
and immediate vicinity there were up to yesterday morning
twenty-eight cases. At Martin's Ferry, which is a separate
corporation but practically the same community, there were
forty-eight cases. There is one case at East Liverpool and
one case at Lisbon. These two latter cases contracted the
disease at Martin's Ferry. The disease was not introduced
by emigrants, but is due to a negro having smallpox who was
landed at Wheeling early last fall.
The disease was started in Wheeling and ran several

months, but has been suppressed there. It crossed the river
to Bridgeport and Martin's Ferry, which are in Ohio oppo¬
site Wheeling and connected by street car lines. Our Board
has now put in force proper regulations for preventing fur¬
ther spread of the disease, and these are being strictly car¬
ried out. General vaccination is being carried out by house
to house visitation by physicians. I confidently expect that
the disease will soon be under control.

Yours truly, C. O. Probst, Sec'y.
The New York City Board of Health.—The Board of Estimate

of the City of New York has appropriated $519,508 for the
Health Department's operations in 1896, which is an increase
of $59,000 as compared with the current appropriation. This
increase is, partly at least, believed to be rendered necessary
by reason of the new and expensive work done by the Bac¬
tériologie Bureau, in the production of anti-diphtheritic
serum.

Typhoid in Wisconsin.—At a meeting of the State Board of
Health of Wisconsin December 19, a statement was made
that the number of cases of typhoid fever reported to the
Board since July 1 throughout the State was 625, of which
133 were reported in Milwaukee, 115 in Superior, seventy-
four in Shell Lake, fifty-two in Ashland and twenty-four in
La Crosse. The causes of the prevalence of the fever were
invariably due to the. use of contaminated water. Plans
were submitted for the proper filtration of Ashland's water
supply, and a committee of the Board will go to that city to
look into the matter.
Health Reports.—The following health reports have been

received by the Supervising Surgeon-General Marine-
Hospital Service :

SMALLPOX—UNITED STATES.

Michigan : Dec. 7 to 14, Detroit, Park Township and
Rochester, smallpox reported.
New Orleans, Dec. 7 to 14,11 cases, 2 deaths.
Tennessee: Shelby County, Nov. 15 to Dec. 15, 15 cases;

Memphis, Nov. 29 to Dec. 13,13cases ; Ashport, Dec. 2,1 case ;
Alamo, Dec. 2,2 cases.

SMALLPOX—FOREIGN.

Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 9 to 16, 58 deaths ; Nov. 16 to 23,49
deaths.
Havana, Dec. 5 to 12, 1 death.
London, Dec. 1 to 7, 1 death.
Dublin, Dec. 1 to 7, 5 cases, 1 death.
Corunna, Oct. 1 to 31, 3 deaths ; Nov. 1 to 30,5 deaths.
Constantinople, Aug. 1 to 31,14 deaths.

Madrid, Nov. 19 to Dec, 3,12 deaths.
Odessa, Nov. 23 to 30, 3 cases, 2 deaths.
Pernambuco, Nov. 2 to 16,108 cases, 28 deaths.
Prague, Nov. 23 to 30, 19 cases.
Rotterdam, Dec. 1 to 7, 1 death.

CHOLERA—FOREIGN.
India: Bombay, Nov. 12 to 19, 9 deaths ; Calcutta, Nov. 2

to 9, 47 deaths.
Japan, to Nov. 14, 56,367 cases, 39,721 deaths.

YELLOW FEVER—FOREIGN.
Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 9 to 16, 7 deaths ; Nov. 16 to 23. IS

deaths.
Havana, Dec. 5 to 12,6 deaths.
Pernambuco, Nov. 2 to 16,12 cases, 4 deaths.
Santiago de Cuba, Dec. 1 to 7,20 deaths.

MISCELLANY.
It was the College of Pharmacy.—We printed last week á

press dispatch in regard to a conference with the Board of
Trustees of the University of Illinois, with five members of
the Chicago College of Physicians and Surgeons. The item
was in error. The conference was held by representatives
of the Chicago College of Pharmacy.
The Mary Thompson Hospital of Chicago for Women and Chil¬

dren.—Dr. Marie J. Mergler, Professor of Gynecology and
Clinical Gynecology, Northwestern University Woman's
Medical School, has been appointed Gynecologist and Head
Physician and Surgeon to fill the vacancy caused by the
lamented death of Dr. Mary Harris Thompson. In memory
of the valued services of the deceased physician the name of
the hospital has been changed from "The Chicago Hospital
for Women and Children" to the above. The hospital ex¬

tends the privilege of bringing patients from all parts of
the country and retaining the care of them, to physicians in
good standing other than those of the medical staff. Dr.
Mergler holds the position of gynecologist to the Wesley
Hospital and the Post-Graduate School and is also surgeon
to the Woman's Hospital of Chicago.
New Provision for Care of Oklahoma Insane.—Section 2,990,.

paragraph 1, chapter 42, of the Oklahoma Statutes authoriz¬
ing the Governor of the Territory to contract with any Ter¬
ritory or State in the United States, or with the proper
authorities thereof, for the care of persons who become in¬
sane within the Territory, and who are citizens thereof, such
care to be had in the insane asylums of the Territory or
State with which such contract may be made, has been
amended so that it is now, in substance, as follows : The-
Governor is authorized and directed to enter into a contract
with responsible individuals or private corporations, for the
treatment, care and maintenance within the Teritorry, of
of the Territory's insane, and of all persons who become in¬
sane within the Territory, and who are citizens thereof, for
a term not to exceed three years from on or before June 15,
1895, and at a rate not to exceed $300 per annum for each
patient ; Provided, That the contract shall stipulate that the
regulations prescribed by law of the States of Illinois or
Kansas for the treatment of the insane, shall be those gov¬
erning the contractors in the care and treatment of the in¬
sane, as far as the same can be made applicable ; Provided^
also, That burial expense and accounts for conveying dis¬
charged patients to their residence shall be a county charge.
The Governor, it is also enacted in this connection, shall also
have power under this act to contract for the deaf and dumb
of the Territory, by parties within or without the Territory,
in like manner as provided in this act for the care of the
insane.
Tablets of Quinin Not Approved.—The conservative editor of

the Practitioner offers a very original, not to say unpopular,
notion that quinin be taken in effervescent solution. The
writer seems to have had a better experience with pills than
with tablets. He says, "It will frequently be found that if
prescribed in a liquid effervescent form, quinin will agree
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